THE   FIRST  GENTLEMAN  OF  EUROPE
The coronation itself was one of the most spectacular
ever held.   The abbey was full by six, although the King
himself did not arrive until ten.   The ceremony lasted
for four hours, and during it George retired now and
again for rest and refreshment to the Chapel of St.
Edward, where the altar had conveniently been converted
into a bar, and was covered with bottles and plates of
sandwiches; on these occasions the service was suspended
until his return.   The coronation was followed, for the
last time in English history, by the traditional banquet
in Westminster Hall, at which covers were laid for three
hundred people, exclusive of those who were at the Royal
table.   As soon as the King was seated the Duke of
Wellington, the Marquess of Anglesey, and Lord Howard
of Effingham, each by virtue of an office in the House-
hold, rode on horseback in mediaeval attire into the hall,
and waited there while the pages placed the dishes on the
table; they then performed the by no means easy feat of
backing their horses out again.   Hardly had those who
were present recovered from this spectacle than a trumpet
sounded, and the hereditary champion rode in dressed in
complete armour; he was preceded by a herald who read
his challenge defying to single combat any who dared to
dispute the King's title to the throne.   The champion
then threw down his gauntlet, which was at once returned
to him, and this procedure was repeated three times.
Finally, he was presented with a gold cup for his services.
The whole ceremony did not finish until eight o'clock in
the evening.   The King had not been too well received
by the crowd, which had cheered Alderman Wood and
hooted Castlereagh, but towards evening there was a
change for the better in the temper of the mob.   For the
future George enjoyed greater popularity with the masses,
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